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Innovating on Tradition With Beautiful
and Robust Hand-Dyed Garments

Traditional homaekake (apron)
with hand-dyed koi (Japanese
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H omaekake work aprons are part of the traditional
uniforms worn in a number of industries in Japan,
including sake artisans and lumber craftsmen. These
robust aprons are not only extremely well-made and
beautiful to look at, with their deep colors and vivid
dyes, they also help to protect your lower back. Aprons
decorated with family crests and shop symbols are worn
with pride by artisans across Japan.

Ito Dye Factory Co., Ltd is one of the few companies
in Japan that still produces homaekake using traditional
shirushizome hand-dyeing methods. First, the design
is added to the cloth with dyes and traced over with
starch produced from mochi rice. Next the cloth is dyed
leaving the areas covered with starch color-free. Finally,
the cloth is washed and sun-dried, producing the vivid
images that are unique to shirushizome dyeing.

Traditional arts and crafts have always played an
important role in Japanese culture. However, the last
30 years have seen an increasing number of workshops
close down before the artisans have had the chance to
pass on their knowledge to the next generation. The
Ito Dye Factory Co., Ltd worked hard to preserve the
traditional ways by initiating a collaborative training
system with other artisans, thereby averting a serious
skills shortage.

The company also plays a large role in local culture.
For over 50 years it has been responsible for producing
the hanten coats worn by participants in the summertime
Tanabu Festival held in Mutsu-shi, Aomori Prefecture.
Since 1921, the company has strived to live up to its
motto to “Create pieces that stir the emotion.”
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